
Pangolins in Peril By sharon Guynup
ll uly lo, 2oo8: In a mid-morning raid,

I zo police oficers srormed a nonde-
scripr nut-packaging plut in the porr
city of Pa.iembmg, Sumatra, in wesiern
Indonsia. A tip liom wildlife agencies
proved aeurar€: In rhe back room,
endangered pangolins selt atmoEd
mmmals nativ€ ro Sourhe*t Aiia md
parrs of Africa-w€r€ being "proc€s€d."
fte arinadillo-like dimals were skinned;
rhek raluable scales enoved; organs,
blood ad Gtusa sepaeted ouq and the
remaining mear boiled.

Ofrceb ulrimately apprehended
14 suspects and con6scered more thm

ro,ooo pounds of frcz€n aDd died
pangolin ptts, which had been concealed
in shipping conBiners beneath layere of
6sh destined for China and Viernm.
The to- to 4o-pound aninal is coveted
for its meat and used in rraditional
Chinese nedicine to r.eat poor cir.ula-
tion, welling, lacetion problens, ardto

This sring ws no! an isoleted
incident. "There are iegriai seizures of
pmgolin reporred ecross Soulheasr Ada,"

says Sandrine Pantel, prcj€crs omcer
with TMFFIC, d internario.al wildlife
tnde moniroring agency rhar has dubbed
paDgolin smuggling "Aria's forgorro

Despire e ,oo2 tlade ban under rhe
Convenlion on Internarional Trade
in Endogered Species, pangolins are
the rnosr-raficked mamnal on rhe
illegal wildlife black marker. 'ftey

are smugsled live or slaushtered and
frozen, often hidden aDid other carso
with falsified cusmms declarations.
''The number and size of the seizures
and theirgeographic scale indi€ates rhar
this orgenized, comnercialized rrade is
being conducted at an alalming scale
end is srowing," sqr Michael Zwirtr,
U.S. dnecror of Wildlife Alliance, an
inrernarional conservarion organizariotr.

In rco8, more rhan 22o,ooo pounds
of pdgolin mear were interc€pted by
governmenr o6cials acros Southeast
Asia{ qtimated ro ro 10 percetrr of
th€ mral rrade. It is a multi-nillion-dolla
inrcrnarional busitrss, wirh rhe price of
scals alone slilaockering from $ro per kilo
in r99o to between $160 lnd czlo today.
Wlen served at a restautur, pangolin
f€tches a whopping 670 a pound.

Growing dena has sparked such
wid€spiead poachiry that all four Asian
speci6 de in precipitous decline, a slide
that is conpounded by habitet los
in a parr of rhe world where human
populations ar€ exploding. fte crea-
rure's demke has been so rapid rhat in
2oo8, the srarus of both the Chinese
pangolin and rhe Malayan paryolin was
emended by rhe Internarional Union for
the Conservation of Natue from near
threatened to endmgered. They have
almost disappeared fron large waths of
Southesr Asia, dd ther€ is virtually no
informarion on how many remain.

llie animals' nerhod of self-defense
makes rhem ealy prey for poachere. Tle

word "pangolin" comes fron rhe Malay
'pengguling." meaning something rhar
rolls up. Vhen rhrearened, patrsolins
curl inio a ball, making rhem easy
to grab and ross into a sack despire
their razor-sharp scales. Hunters also
ffap rhem in snares placed ou$ide rhe
animals' underground burlows.

"Pugolins are being releD our of
these aros at an alarming ne and rhere
are few prosecurions,' says Gina Schrader,
conservarion associare at Defendes of
\trildlife. Ar a parlicipanr in the Emerging
Wildiife Conserqlion lraders program,
a training and m€nioring iniriaiive
supponed by Defenders, rhe U.S. Fish
and Vildlife Servi€e md rhe wlite Oak
Consenation Cenrer/Howard Gilnm
Foundation, Schnder and five other
em€rging l€ades forned the Pmgolin
Conser'€tion Supporr Iniriarive (PCSD
to help proreft pansolins in Cmbodia.
fte ounrry's Ca.dmom Mounrai's
provide one ofAsia's last srrcnsholdr fol
the Malayan pangolin.

"Unfortunarely even rhe aninals
rescued aliv€ thar ar€ nor roo dehydrared,
injur€d in tEps or biren up by hunring
doSs often die u1vay," says Schrader.
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"Pangolins dont do we[ in caprivir/
becaure they u aily stressed. Another
pfobleln is dFr rsctrers dont know wh@
they <me fton, so they re not sure
where to reles€ rhen back into the wild."

Pangolim' seoetive, solitary noctur-

.nal narure nales then tough to study
Little is krown about rhem beyond
rhen bdic physiology-rhey have small
heads, broad tails, are toothless, have no
e!ft€rnal €ars bur good hearing, have poor
sighr ud like skunks, enir a powertul
odor in self-defensHnd the facr rhar
they eat mostly ants and rermires, which
they excavete with long, sharp claws md
slurp down with rh€ir long tongu6.
Lack of informarion ieaves rangem, law
enforcement agents and onseryarionists
helples ro eve mo$ pmgolins once
rhey're our ofthe fores..

To help, PCSI parmered wirh govern-
neni omcials and other cons€r%rion
organizarions ro coordinate ounrrywide
pangolin protection eFor$. In Novem-
b€r 2oo8, they broughr together more
rhan to people-including local villase
teadeB and governn€nr om€ials, for€sr
nngers, polic€ md others-for a rwo-
day workshop. ftey showed participars
how ro handle pansolins, give rhen 6rsF
aid treatnent and how to release rhen
back into the wild. ftey also discu$ed
pdgolin biolo$/, consenaiion laws and
brainslormed abour ho{ to sr€n rhe ille-
gal ffad€. l,cals promised to aid police
in building intelligence networla.

Public eduarion is one key ro srem-
ming the tade, sap Schrader. \ ren
PCSI discovered rhai no eduerional
mat€rjals disred, they launched a Veb site
(www.savepansol ins.o.s)  and

An ainadill0'like animal nativr h S0uthsast hia
and pans d AJrha, ihe pan0olin is endangered
by habitat l0ss a loaching. When sleeping 0r
lhrralened,lh0 animd r0lls up into a ball Gbove,
hit), making it easy prey f0f poachers.

commissioned a Cambodia mist to
design a cllo|6n p6rer Gince many thcre
cant tead). 'ftey also wrote up a fact sheet
in Khmer Dd English ud neated a color
ing shea for [ids. fte simple nesage:
Prot€cr Cubodiai pangolins. ]}E effon
has spawned .outrywide eduerion
efibni to @nbat ilegal wildlif€ rade.

Bur if pdgolins across Asia ale to

be rescued fron their rapid slide toward
e$incrion, enforcemenr rgencies mur
work together to close porous bordere
dd pros€cur€ ffafickers, sryr Zwirn.

'lt's a orgadzed crime that reqr:ires
an orgdizd respome," adds Panrel. 'Ar
the rare pangolins ar€ being @llected,
they might disappear before we ger a
chance to study rho."
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